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January 16, 2018 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  

HPV VACCINATION AND SCHOOL-BASED IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM 

LAUNCHING AT GUAM DOE 

 

The Guam Department of Education School Health Counselors - School Nurses - in 

collaboration with Guam Cancer Care and the Department of Public Health and Social Services 

Immunization Program are launching an aggressive “school-based” immunization program 

focused on cancer prevention and the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine. 

  

The voluntary immunization program aides in the fight against cancer and will expose thousands 

of local school children to vaccines that can help prevent a range of vaccine-preventable 

diseases.  

  

In particular, children ages 9 to 17 years old who obtain parental consent will be able to receive 

the HPV vaccine at their respective school sites. This vaccination can help prevent against 

common cancers associated with HPV. The HPV vaccine will also be available for those 

between 18 -26 years old. 

  

"Healthy children learn better, and if we as DOE School Health Counselors and Licensed 

Practical Nurses have an opportunity to keep children in school and administer these vaccines 

with parental/guardian consent, it is a win-win situation that will help keep children in school 

while also preventing debilitating and even life-threatening cancers in the future,” said DOE 

Chief Nurse Julietta Quinene. “We look forward to having fewer students missing school due to 

immunization update requirements and greater resources available for our School Health 

Counselors.” 

  

Memorandums of Understanding are in place between GDOE, DPHSS and Guam Cancer Care 

detailing the implementation of the immunization program. 

 

A joint press conference is scheduled for January 16, 2018, at the Pacific Star Resort & Spa 

Chamorro Ballroom from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m., with a luncheon beginning at 12 p.m. followed by 

the press conference at 1 p.m. 
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